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	Brandstofpryse vir Februarie 2011

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA)

	Volgens die jongste inligting van die Sentrale Energie Fonds kan die petrolprys met 26 sent per liter en die dieselprys met 28 sent per liter op 2 Februarie 2011STYG. Die hoë vraag na diesel en ander brandstowwe weens die koue winter in die Noordelike Halfrond, is faktore wat bydra dat die ru-oliepryse aan die styg is.
 

	
Spatselvlek - Die Jakkals is in die grondboonlande

	Pietman Botha (senior landbounavorsingskundige, Graan SA) met erkenning aan Loureine Salomon, LNR-IGG, Potchefstroom

	
Produsente word nou aangeraai om hulle land deeglik te inspekteer.  Spatselvlek (web blotch) (Phoma arachidicola) is een van die blaarvlekke waarvan die intreedatum verskuif het en nou al waargeneem word.
Die simptome van spatselvlek kan beskryf word as ŉspinnerakagtige vlek wat slegs op die bo-kant van die blaar ontwikkel. In die beginstadium van die siektesiklus sal die letsel op die blaar voorkom soos lopende ink wat op papier versprei. Normaalweg word die eerste simptome van spatselvlek binne die boonste derde van die blaredak aangetref. Daar is opgemerk dat in die huidige groeiseisoen spatselvlek selfs binne die onderste derde van die blaredak ontwikkel het.
Sodra blaarvlek opgetel word moet daar in oorleg met die chemiese verteenwoordiger besluit word op watter middels en die hoeveelheid bespuitings, die suksesvolste beheer van die teenwoordige blaarvlekke gaan bewerkstellig. In die geval van spatselvlek is daar gevind dat middels met die aktiewe bestanddeel carbendazim/flusilazole goeie resultate lewer.
Met die bespuiting van die grondbone, is dit baie belangrik dat goeie penetrasie van die blaredak verkry moet word. Dit kan gedoen word deur val-arms te gebruik en sodoende  die grondboonplant van die kante af te bespuit.
Dit is nodig om pro-aktief op te tree in die huidige grondboon-seisoen om verliese te wyte aan blaarvlekke so gou as moontlik ŉnekslag toe te dien. Verkenning van jou grondboonlande kan jou baie verliese spaar en meer geld in jou sak besorg.
Om meer te lees oor die spatselvlek besoek Graan SA se webwerf by:http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/Spatselvlek.DOC

 

	Kunsmisprysverwagtinge vir Februarie 2011

	Corné Louw (senior ekonoom: Insette, Graan SA)

	
-  Internasionale kunsmispryse toon nie veel beweging sedert einde 2010 nie 
-  Rand verswak effe sedert Januarie 2010 wat plaaslike pryse kan beïnvloed 
Internasionale pryse van die meeste kunsmisgrondstowwe het sedert einde 2010 nie veel beweging getoon nie. Sedert Desember 2010 tot die 20ste Januarie 2011 het die internasionale pryse (Dollar terme) van Ammoniak, ureum en DAP met onderskeidelik 1,4%, 0,5% en 0,6% gestyg.
Internasionale kunsmisprystendense kan met redelike akkuraatheid gebruik word om plaaslike prysveranderings te voorspel. Die onderstaande tabel toon veranderinge in internasionale kunsmispryse vanaf Desember 2010 tot die 20ste Januarie 2011 in Randwaarde aan.
Indien plaaslike kunsmispryse dus internasionale kunsmispryse sou navolg, kan minimale bewegings in plaaslike pryse in Februarie verwag word. Vir medium termyn kunsmisprysverwagtinge hou die hoë vlakke van die ru-olieprys tans die grootste gevaar vir toekomstige kunsmisprysstygings in.
Gemiddelde internasionale kunsmispryse (Rand waarde)
Kunsmis
Desember 2010
20 Januarie 2011
% verandering
Rand/ton
Rand/ton
%
Ammoniak (Midde-Ooste)
2 720
2 791
2,6
Ureum (46) (Oos-Europa)
2 618
2 663
1,7
DAP (VSA Golf)
3 989
4 059
1,8
Kaliumchloried (CIS)
2 638
2 657
0,7

Uit verskeie streke is gerapporteer dat daar moontlik tans tekorte aan veral ureum is, maar uit navrae aan die Misstofvereniging van Suid-Afrika, blyk daar voldoende voorrade ureum onder sy lede beskikbaar te wees. Daar is gerugte by kunsmisagente dat pryse aan die styg is, maar redes en feite vir die bewerings kon nog nie gevind word nie. 

 


 

	

	Die dryfvere agter mielies, koring en sojabone 

	Barrett Schoeman (landbou-ekonoom: Markomgewing, Graan SA)

	Bulfaktore
Beerfaktore
Wisselkoers
Die volgende redes word aangevoer waarom die rand kan verswak en moontlik plaaslike pryse kan ondersteun:
1. Die aandag bly gefokus op die finansiële probleme in Europa – gevolglik verswak die euro en versterk die VSA$.
2. Ekonomiese groei in die Brittanje het 0.5% in die 4Q van 2010 gedaal, vêr onder verwagting van ŉmoontlike herstel.

Die volgende redes word aangevoer waarom die rand kan versterk en moontlik tot laer plaaslike pryse kan lei:
1. Sprake dat Sjina hulp aan die Eurosone lande gaan verleen kan daartoe lei dat die Euro herstel en die VSA$ verswak.
2. Rentekoerse in die RSA bly aanloklik vir buitelandse beleggers.
 

Ruolie
1. Die groeiende vraag na ruolie in ontwikkelde lande soos Sjina en die VSA bied ondersteuning.
2. ŉOlie-lek in Alaska se pyplyn wat ŉ1/6 van die VSA se ruolie voorrade voorsien, wek kommer oor genoegsame voorrade.
3. Uitermatige koue toestande in die VSA lei tot hoër ruolie verbruik vir verhittingsdoeleindes
1. Sprake dat Sjina rentekoerse gaan verhoog om inflasie te beperk. Dit kan tot laer ruolieverbruik lei.
2. Die voortdurende Eurosone skuldkrisis lei tot laer ruolie verbruik.
Mielies
1. Groeiende vraag na VSA-mielies plaas druk op beperkte voorrade.
2. Indien die droë toestande in Argentinië sou voortduur kan dit mielie-oeste beskadig en tot laer produksie lei.
3. Die Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in die VSA het die inmengingsvlak van etanol in brandstof vanaf 10% tot 15%, vir alle motors vanaf 2002 tot nou, verhoog.
1. Hoër rentekoerse in Sjina kan die vraag na VSA mielies laat afneem.
2. Huidige hoë prysvlakke kan die vraag na mielies vir uitvoere en voerdoeleindes demp – goedkoper voerkoring word as alternatief aangewend.
3. Sprake dat VSA-produsente die komende seisoen die meeste mielie-hektare in 10 jaar kan aanplant weens gunstige prysvlakke.
4. Die stroopproses in Argentinië en Brasilië begin binnekort en kan druk op pryse plaas sodra die nuwe seisoen mielies op die wêreldmark beskikbaar is.
Koring
1. Ongunstige droë en koue toestande duur voort in die VSA HRW- en Sjina koringproduksie gebied. (Sjina het drie maande laas reën ontvang)
2. Oormatige reënval in Australië lei tot ŉswakker kwaliteit koring. Die koring word tans vir veevoer na Asiatiese lande toe uitgevoer.
3. Kommer dat daar nie genoegsame hoë kwaliteit koring vir maaldoeleindes in die wêreldmark beskikbaar is nie, ondersteun pryse. Die VSA is tans die enigste verskaffer van hoë kwaliteit koring.
4. Groeiende vraag na VSA-koring veral in Noord Afrika en Midde Ooste weens laer koringproduksie in die Swart See lande.
5. Argentynse produsente betoog teen die regering om die verbod op koring- en ander graanuitvoere op te hef – huidiglik realiseer geen produsente-verkope en uitvoere nie.
6. Oekraïne het uitvoerkwotas ingestel om genoegsame plaaslike voorrade te verseker.
7. Plaaslik word die stroopproses van koring in die Oos Vrystaat deur reënbuie vertraag.
1. Sprake dat die Russiese regering subsidies aan produsente gaan verskaf om koringproduksie in die Swart See gebied te bevorder.
2. Koringproduksie in Duitsland en Frankryk het toegeneem as gevolg van gunstige produsentepryse en hoër uitvoere na lande in Noord Afrika.
3. Rusland se verbod op koring uitvoere kan middel 2011 opgehef word.
4. Verskeie lande betoog teen stygende voedselpryse. Regerings begin maatreëls toepas om goedkoop voedsel en genoegsame voorraadvlakke te verseker.
Sojabone
1. Indien droë toestande in Brasilië en Argentinië sou voortduur kan laer sojaboonopbrengste realiseer.
2. VSA-sojaboonpryse moet kompeterend met stygende mieliepryse bly om hektare in die nuwe aanplantings seisoen te verseker.
3. Die VSA se voorraad-tot-verbruiksyfer is die laagste in 30 jaar. Kommer dat die groeiende vraag die aanbod kan oorskry ondersteun pryse.
4. Beperkte produsenteverkope in Argentinië weens betogings teen die regering oor uitvoerkwotas en hoë uitvoertariewe.
5. Sjina het 2.7 miljoen ton VSA-sojabone aangekoop.
1. Kommer dat ŉstrenger monetêre beleid in Sjina die vraag na sojabone kan beperk.
2. Suid Amerikaanse oeste kan moontlik hoër opbrengste realiseer as wat verwag is.
3. Reën word die komende week vir die Argentynse sojaboonproduksie gebied voorspel.

 

	Voorlopige oppervlakteskatting van somergewasse

	Petru Fourie (landbou-ekonoom: Insette en Produksie, Graan SA)

	 
Die voorlopige oppervlakteskatting is die 25ste Januarie deur die Nasionale Oesskattings Komitee (NOK) vrygestel. Dit is gebaseer op die resultate van ’n nie-ewekansige opname onderneem deur die Direktoraat: Landboustatistiek en weerspieël die situasie teen die middel van Januarie 2011.
Kommersiële mielies
As gevolg van ‘n ooraanbod van mielies verkeer mieliepryse rondom uitvoerpariteitsvlakke en daarom is winsgewendheid onder druk. Dié swakker winsgewendheidsposisie het die voorlopige aanplantings negatief beïnvloed. Dié voorlopige skatting van 2,52 miljoen ha is 8,3% of 226 600 ha minder as die 2,742 miljoen ha wat verlede seisoen aangeplant is. Volgens die Oesskattings Komitee was produsente van voorneme om ongeveer 2,47 miljoen ha mielies aan te plant. Die nuutste syfers soos bekend gemaak deur die Oesskattings Komitee is 2,52 miljoen ha, dit is ongeveer 1,9% of 47 300 ha meer as wat produsente van voorneme was om te plant.
Die NOK se syfers toon dat die voorlopige witmieli- aanplantings 1,48 miljoen ha is, dit is 13,9% minder as die vorige seisoen en 2,7 % minder as produsente se voornemens. In die geval van geelmielies is die aanplantings 1,034 miljoen hektaar wat 1,2% meer is as in die vorige seisoen en 9,3% meer is as wat produsente van voorneme was.
Sonneblomsaad
Die voorlopige oppervlakteskatting vir sonneblomsaad is 575 200 ha, wat omtrent 44,6% meer is as die 397 700 ha wat die vorige seisoen aangeplant was. Die oppervlakte is ook 60 050 ha meer as wat produsente van voorneme was om te plant. Tans is daar ‘n tekort aan sonneblom in die mark. Indien ‘n gemiddelde opbrengs op die oppervlakte realiseer word daar steeds ‘n tekort voorsien. Produsente in die Westelike dele van die Vrystaat en Noordwes het grotendeels van hul mielie-hektare na sonneblom-hektare verskuif.
Sojabone
Die geskatte oppervlakte beplant met sojabone is 438 000 ha, wat ’n toename van 40,6% verteenwoordig vergeleke met die 311 450 ha die vorige seisoen geplant. Dit is ook 11,7% meer as wat produsente van voorneme was om te plant. Hierdie oppervlakte is tans die grootste oppervlakte nog ooit onder sojabone in Suid-Afrika beplant. Sojaboon verbouing het vernaamlik in Mpumalanga en ook in die Oostelike dele van die Vrystaat uitgebrei.
Grondbone
‘n Afname in die grondboonaanplantings is aangedui, die oppervlakteskatting vir grondbone is geskat op 54 550 ha, wat 5,0% minder is as die 57 450 ha geplant vir die vorige seisoen. Die skatting is sowat 8,8% minder is as wat produsente voorgeneem het om te plant.
Sorghum
Die oppervlakteskatting vir sorghum het met 16,9%, van 86 675 ha tot 72 000 ha teenoor die vorige seisoen gedaal. Die voorlopige sorghum-aanplantings is ook 16,9% of 14 600 ha minder as wat produsente van voorneme was om te plant.
Summer crops – Preliminary area planted estimate: 2010/11 production season
Somergewasse – Voorlopige oppervlakteskatting: 2010/11-produksieseisoen
CROP/GEWAS
Prelimanry area planted
Intentions to plant
Change/
Area planted/
Change/
Voorlopige area geplant
Voorneme om te plant
Verandering/
Opp beplant
Verandering/
 

 

 

 

 

2010/11
2010/12
 

2009/10
 

Ha
Ha
%
Ha
%
(A)
(B)
(A) ÷ (B)
(C)
(A) ÷ (C)
Commercial/Kommersieel:
White maize/Witmielies
  1,481,300 
                 1,522,300
-2.7
                  1,719,700
-13.9
Yellow maize/Geelmielies
       1,034,500 
  946,200
9.3
                 1,022,700
1.2
Maize/Mielies
       2,515,800 
                2,468,500
1.9
                2,742,400
-8.3
Sunflower seed/Sonneblomsaad
          575,200 
                     515,150
11.7
                   397,700
44.6
Soya-beans/Sojabone
          438,000 
                   390,000
12.3
                     311,450
40.6
Groundnuts/Grondbone
            54,550 
                      59,800
-8.8
                      57,450
-5.0
Sorghum
            72,000 
                      86,600
-16.9
                      86,675
-16.9
Dry beans/Droëbone
            41,300 
                       45,100
-8.4
                       44,100
-6.3
TOTAL/TOTAAL
       3,696,850 
                 3,565,150
3.7
                3,639,775
1.6
  

	Graan SA reageer op gerugte van uitvoere van mielies 

	Dr Kobus Laubscher (hoofbestuurder: Graan SA)

	 
Verskeie mediaberigte oor moontlike mielie-uitvoere na onder meer Saoedi-Arabië en Indië,het die afgelope paar dae die rondte gedoen
Mediaberigte waarvolgens die DG van Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye, mnr. Langa Zita, na bewering gesê het dat entiteite in die graanbedryf in gebreke sou bly om die Departement in aanraking met verkopers van mielies te bring, is egter strydig met die waarheid.
In antwoord op hierdie mediaberigte het Graan SA die saak ondersoek. Om Graan SA se reaksie op diè mediaberigte asook die oorspronklike berig te besigtig volg asb. die volgende skakel: 

http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/27%20Jan%20Verkoop%20van%20surplus%20mielies.docx
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=132325
 

	Graan SA streeksvergaderings ter voorbereiding vir Kongres 2011 

	Marna Swart (skakelbeampte, Graan SA)

	
Die 2011 Streeksvergaderings is in volle gang en vier van die beoogde 26 vergaderings is reeds afgehandel.
Die volgende vergaderings vind as volg plaas:
31 Januarie       -    NAMPO Park, Bothaville om 09:00
1 Februarie       -    Nelson Wine Estate, Paarl om 8:30
4 Februarie      -   Senwes Lapa, Parys om 09:00
8 Februarie      -   Hoopstad Suid Boeregronde, Hoopstad om 19:00
8 Februarie      -   Baberspan Hotel, Barberspan  om 10:00
10 Februarie    -   Viljoenskroon Gholfklub, Viljoenskroon om 15:00
14 Februarie    -   Boere-uniesaal, Ottosdal om 09:00
14 Februarie    -   Ventersdorp Gholfklub, Ventersdorp om 15:00
14 Februarie    -   Landbou-uniesaal, Atlanta om 10:00
15 Februarie    -    Wees Gerus Vakansie-oord, Nylstroom om 09:00
16 Februarie    -   Middelburg Country Club, Middelburg om 15:00
17 Februarie    -   *Bluegum Country Lodge, Bethal om 09:00
17 Februarie    -   *Ermelo Vliegveld, Ermelo om 15:00
18 Februarie    -   *Welverdiendsaal, Piet Retief om 14:00
21 Februarie    -   SAVF-saal, Lichtenburg om 09:00
21 Februarie    -   Mareetsane Boeresaal, Mareetsane om 15:00
22 Februarie    -   Hennenman Boereverenigingsaal, Hennenman om 09:00
22 Februarie    -   Marquard Gholfklub, Marquard om 15:00
23 Februarie    -   *Vrede Gholfklub, Vrede om 09:00
23 Februarie    -   Delmas Gemeenskapsaal, Delmas om 15:00
28 Februarie    -   The Willows, Bloemfontein om 09:00
1 Maart           -   Orania gemeenskapsaal, Orania om 09:00
(* = Let asb. Op dat tye of lokale verander het)
Vir enige navrae oor die komende streekvergaderings skakel gerus vir Rialeen Lombard by 056 515 2145 of per epos by rialeen@grainsa.co.za.
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	Fuel prices for February 2011

	Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

	According to the latest information from the Central Energy Fund,the petrol price may RISE by 26 cents a litre on 2 February, while the diesel price may RISE by 28 cents a litre on that same date.  The high demand for diesel and other fuels, owing to the severe winter in the Northern Hemisphere, is one of the factors contributing to a rise in the price of crude oil.
 

 

	Web blotch - The fox in the groundnut field

	Pietman Botha (senior agricultural research expert, Grain SA) with acknowledgement to Loureine Salomon, ARC-GCI, Potchefstroom

	
Producers are now advised to thoroughly inspect their lands.  Web blotch (Phomaarachidicola) is one of the leaf blotches of which the starting date has movedand which may already be observable.
The symptoms of web blotch may be described as aspiderweb-like blotchthat only develops on the top surface of the leaf. In the beginning stages of the disease cyclethe scar on the leaf will look like running ink spreading on a sheet of paper. Usually the first symptoms of web blotchare found within the top third of theleaf canopy. It has been noted that during the current growing season web blotchdeveloped even in the lower third of the leaf canopy.
When a producer detects leaf blotch he must decide, in consultation with the chemical representative,which agents should be applied in how many applications to attain the most successful controlof the blotches found. It has been found that agents with the active ingredient carbendazim/flusilazole render good results in cases of web blotch.
In the spraying of groundnuts it is important to obtain good penetration of the leaf canopy. This may be achieved by using drop-arms to spray the groundnut plant from the sides.
In the current groundnut season, pro-active steps are required to put an early halt to losses owing to leaf blotch.Inspection of your lands can prevent a lot of damage and put more money in your pocket.
You can read more about web blotch on Grain SA’s website at: http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/Spatselvlek.DOC
  

	Fertiliser price expectations for February 2011

	Corné Louw (senior economist: Inputs, Grain SA)

	-  Little movement in international fertiliser prices since end of 2010 
-  Rand weakens slightly since January 2010 – may affect local prices
The international prices of most fertiliser raw materialshave not shown much movement since the end of 2010. From December 2010 to20 January 2011 the international prices (dollar terms)of ammonia, ureaand DAP rose by 1,4%, 0,5% and 0,6% respectively.
Internationalfertiliser price tendenciesmay be used with a fair amount of accuracy to predict local price fluctuations. The table below shows the changes in internationalfertiliser prices from December 2010 to20 January 2011 in Rand values.
Thus, should local fertiliser prices follow internationaltrends,minimal changes in local prices may be expected during February.For medium-termfertiliser price expectations,the high levels of the crude-oil price currently posethe biggest danger for future fertiliser price rises
Average internationalfertiliser prices (Rand values)
Fertiliser type
December 2010
20 January 2011
% change
Rand/tonne
Rand/tonne
%
Ammonia(Mid East)
2 720
2 791
2,6
Urea (46) (Eastern Europe)
2 618
2 663
1,7
DAP (USA Gulf)
3 989
4 059
1,8
Potassium chloride(CIS)
2 638
2 657
0,7

It has been reported from a number of regionsthat there may currently be a shortage of urea, but it appears from enquiries to the Fertiliser Association of South Africathat adequate supplies of urea are availableamong its members. There are rumours among fertiliser agents that prices are rising, but reasons for and facts to substantiate these rumours are lacking. 
 

	The incentives behind maize, wheat and soybeans

	Barrett Schoeman (agricultural economist: Market Environment, Grain SA

	Bull factors
Bear factors
Exchange rate
The following are reasons why the Rand may weakenand possibly support local prices:
1. Attention remains focused on financial problems in Europe – consequently the euro declines and the US$ strengthens.
2. During the 4th quarter of 2010 economicgrowth in Britain dropped by 0,5% –far below expectations of a possible recovery.
The following are reasons why the Rand may strengthenand possibly lead to lower local prices:
1. Talk of China rendering assistance to the Eurozone countriesmay lead to the euro recovering and the US$ weakening.
2. RSA interest rates remain attractive to foreign investors.
 

Crude oil
1. The growing demand for crude oil in developed countries such as China and the USAsupports prices.
2. An oil leak in Alaska’s pipeline,which supplies 1/6 of the US’s crude oil,causes concern about supplies.
3. Extremely cold conditions in the US lead to more crude oil being consumed for heating.
1. Talk that China may increase interest rates to keep down inflation. This could lead to lower crude-oil consumption.
2. The continuing European debt crisis leads to lower oil consumption.
Maize
1. Growing demand for US maize puts pressure on limited supplies.
2. Continuing dry conditions in Argentina could lead to damaged maize crops andlower production.
3. The US Environmental Protection Agency has raised the mixing proportion of ethanolinto fuel from 10% to 15%for all car models from 2002 to the present.
1. Higher interest rates in China could cause the demand for US maize to decline.
2. Current high prices could damp the demand for maizefor exports and fodder purposes – cheaper wheat fodder is utilised as an alternative.
3. Rumours that US producers may plant the highest number of maize hectares in 10 yearsthis coming season owing to favourable prices.
4. Harvesting will start soon in Argentina and Brazil.Prices could come under pressure when the new-season maize reaches the world market.
Wheat
1. Unfavourable dry and cold conditions endure in the USA,HRW,and Chinese wheat-producing areas. (China has not had rain for three months.)
2. Excessive rainfall in Australia leads to lower-quality wheat.The wheat is currently exported to Asian countries as fodder.
3. Concern that there may not be enough high-quality wheatfor milling purposes on the world marketsupports prices. The US is currently the only supplier of high-quality wheat.
4. A growing demand for US wheat,especially in North Africa and the Mid East,owing to lower wheat production in Black Sea countries.
5. Argentinian producers demonstratewith a view to having a ban onthe export of wheat and other grains lifted – no producer sales or exports are currently realising.
6. Ukraine has introduced export quotasin order to ensure adequate domestic supplies.
7. Locally, the harvesting of wheat in the Eastern Free Stateis being delayed by rain.
1. Talk that the Russian government will be offering subsidies to producersin order to promote wheat production in the Black Sea region.
2. Wheat production in Germany and France increasedowing to favourable producer pricesand higher exports to North African countries.
3. Russian ban on wheat exports may be lifted by mid 2011.
4. Demonstrations against rising food prices occur in a number of countries. Governments begin introducing measures aimed at ensuringcheap food and adequate supplies.
Soybeans
1. Should dry conditions in Brazil and Argentina continue,lower soybean yields could result.
2. US soybean prices must remain at a competitive level with rising maize prices in order to secure hectares in the new planting season.
3. The US stocks-to-consumption ratiois at a 30-year low. Concern that the growing demand may exceed the supplysupports prices.
4. Limited producer sales in Argentinaowing to anti-government demon-strationsagainst export quotas and high export tariffs.
5. China has bought 2,7million tonnesof US soybeans.
1. Concern that a stronger monetary policy in Chinacould limit the demand for soybeans.
2. South American harvests may render higher yields than expected.
3. Rain is forecast for the coming weekin the Argentiniansoybean production area.
 
 

	Provisional surface area estimate for summer crops

	Petru Fourie (agricultural economist: Inputs and Production, Grain SA)

	
The provisional surface area estimatewas released by the National Crop Estimates Committee (NCEC) on 25 January. It is based on the results of a non-random surveyundertaken by the Directorate Agricultural Statisticsand reflects the state of affairs that prevailed towards the middle of January 2011.
Commercial maize
Owing to an oversupply, maize prices are at export parity leveland profitability is therefore under pressure. The envisaged weaker profits had a negative influence on plantings. The provisional estimate of 2,52million Ha is 8,3%,or 226 600 Ha,less than the 2,742 million Ha planted last season. According to the Crop Estimates Committee,producers had intended to plant about 2,47million Ha of maize. The latest figure announced by the Crop Estimates Committeeis 2,52million Ha, which is around 1,9% or 47 300 Ha more than producers had intended planting.
The NCEC’s figures showprovisional white-maize plantings of 1,48million Ha – 13,9% less than last season and 2,7 % less than producers intended planting. Yellow-maize plantings are 1,034 million Ha, which is 1,2% more than in the previous seasonand 9,3% more than producers intended planting.
Sunflower seed
The provisional surface area estimate for sunflower seed was 575 200 Ha, which is around 44,6% more than the 397 700 Ha planted in the previous season. The surface area is also 60 050 Ha more than producers intended planting. There is currently a shortage of sunflower seed in the market. Should an average yield realise on the surface area,a shortage is still envisaged. Producers in the western parts of the Free State and Nor5462th Westhave moved substantial portions of their maize hectares to sunflower seed.
Soybeans
The estimated area planted to soybeans is 438 000 Ha, which is an increase of 40,6% over the 311 450 Ha planted in the previous season. It is also 11,7% more than producers intended planting. This area is the largest ever planted to soybeans in South Africa. Soybean cultivation has increased – especially in Mpumalanga and also in die easternparts of the Free State.
Groundnuts
Groundnut plantings have declined.The surface area estimate for groundnuts is 54 550 Ha, which is 5,0% less than the 57 450 Ha planted in the previous season. The estimate is around 8,8% less than producers intended planting.
Sorghum
The surface area estimate for sorghum declined by 16,9% over the previous season –from 86 675 Ha to 72 000 Ha. Provisional sorghum plantings are likewise 16,9% or 14 600 Ha less than producers intended planting.



Summer crops – Preliminary area planted estimate: 2010/11 production season
Somergewasse – Voorlopigeoppervlakteskatting: 2010/11-produksieseisoen 

CROP/GEWAS
Prelimanry area planted
Intentions to plant
Change/
Area planted/
Change/
Voorlopige area geplant
Voornemeomte plant
Verandering/
Oppbeplant
Verandering/
 

 

 

 

 

2010/11
2010/12
 

2009/10
 

Ha
Ha
%
Ha
%
(A)
(B)
(A) ÷ (B)
(C)
(A) ÷ (C)
Commercial/Kommersieel:
White maize/Witmielies
  1,481,300 
                 1,522,300
-2.7
                  1,719,700
-13.9
Yellow maize/Geelmielies
       1,034,500 
                   946,200
9.3
                 1,022,700
1.2
Maize/Mielies
       2,515,800 
                2,468,500
1.9
                2,742,400
-8.3
Sunflower seed/Sonneblomsaad
          575,200 
                     515,150
11.7
                   397,700
44.6
Soya-beans/Sojabone
          438,000 
                   390,000
12.3
                     311,450
40.6
Groundnuts/Grondbone
            54,550 
                      59,800
-8.8
                      57,450
-5.0
Sorghum
            72,000 
                      86,600
-16.9
                      86,675
-16.9
Dry beans/Droëbone
            41,300 
                       45,100
-8.4
                       44,100
-6.3
TOTAL/TOTAAL
       3,696,850 
                 3,565,150
3.7
                3,639,775
1.6

 

	Grain SA responds to rumours concerning maize exports

	Dr. Kobus Laubscher (CEO: Grain SA)

	
A number of media reports concerning possible maize exportsto inter alia Saudi Arabiaand India have been going around for the past few days.
However, media reportsto the effect that the DG of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries,Mr.LangaZita, was heard to say that entities in the grain industrywere not bringing the Department into contact with sellers of maize, are not true.
As a response to these media reports,Grain SA investigated the matter. To see Grain SA’sreaction to the reports and to view the original story, please follow the link below:
http://www.grainsa.co.za/documents/27%20Jan%20Verkoop%20van%20surplus%20mielies.docx
http://www.businessday.co.za/articles/Content.aspx?id=132325
 

	Grain SA regional meetings in preparation of Congress 2011 

	Marna Swart (PRO, Grain SA)

	 
The 2011 regional meetings have started and four of the proposed 26 meetings have been completed.
The subsequent meetings are scheduled as follows:
31 January       -   NAMPO Park, Bothaville at 09:00
1 February       -   Nelson’s Wine Estate, Paarl at 08:30
4 February       -   SenwesLapa, Parys at 09:00
8 February       -   Hoopstad South Farmers’ Grounds, Hoopstad at 19:00
8 February       -   Baberspan Hotel, Baberspan at 10:00
10 February     -   Viljoenskroon Golfclub, Viljoenskroon at 15:00
14 February     -   Farmers’ Union Hall, Ottosdal at 09:00
14 February     -   Ventersdorp Golfclub, Ventersdorp at 15:00
14 February     -   Farmers’ Union Hall, Atlanta at 10:00
15 February     -    WeesGerus Holiday Resort, Nylstroom at 09:00
16 February     -   Middelburg Country Club, Middelburg at 15:00
17 February     -   *Bluegum Country Lodge, Bethal at 09:00
17 February     -   *Ermelo Airport, Ermelo at 15:00
18 February     -   *Welverdiend Hall, Piet Retief at 14:00
21 February     -   SAVF-hall, Lichtenburg at 09:00
21 February     -   Mareetsane Farmers’ Hall, Mareetsane at 15:00
22 February     -   Hennenman Farmers’ Association Hall, Hennenman at 09:00
22 February     -   Marquard Golfclub, Marquard at 15:00
23 February     -   *Vrede Golfclub, Vrede at 09:00
23 February     -   Delmas Community Hall, Delmas at 15:00
28 February     -   The Willows, Bloemfontein at 09:00
1 March           -   Orania Community Hall, Orania at 09:00
(* = Time and venue change)
 

For any enquiries about the coming regional meetings, please contact Rialeen Lombard at 056 515 2145 or via email at rialeen@grainsa.co.za.


